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distant visual abilities. Observations should 
encompass both individual and group activities, 
including oral and silent reading groups, desk 
work, and board work. The functional vision 
evaluation should also include travel within the 
school environment—playground, restroom, 
music room, lunchroom, and physical education 
sites—as well as accessing modes of transpor-
tation (Zimmerman & Zebehazy, 2011). The 
evaluation should also include samples of the 
student’s work and reports of activities in the 
home and community.

The functional vision evaluation is a col-
laborative effort of the educational team for 
purposes of program planning. Specific recom-
mendations, accommodations, modifications, 
and intervention strategies for the student in 
all environments is based on a comprehensive 

evaluation. The team approach to the functional evaluation can provide a continuum 
of appropriate strategies in the educational and community settings.

Learning Media
Another important component in the assessment process is to determine the most 
effective learning and literacy media. Literacy medium refers to sensory channels 
and is based on the student’s preferred method of reading and writing—print, Braille, 
or both. Regardless of the level of vision a student has or whether the pupil has an 
additional disability, a learning medium assessment must be conducted to determine 
the student’s preferred mode of learning and literacy (American Foundation for the 
Blind, 2016b).

Learning media include the materials and methods a student uses in conjunction 
with the sensory channels in the process of learning. Visual learning media include 
pictures, videos, imitation, and demonstration. Tactual learning media include models,  
real objects, and physical prompting. Auditory learning media include verbal com-
munication, taped information, and environmental sounds (American Foundation 
for the Blind, 2016b; Paths to Literacy, 2016). A hearing evaluation is required 
as a part of the auditory media determination. Determination of print size is 
important so that the child with a visual impairment can readily use low vision 
devices prescribed for reading, writing, and leisure activities. A vision specialist 
can inform the child and family about specific low vision devices, where to use 
them, and what size print is required for each device. The standard print sizes rec-
ommended range from 6 point, the size used in telephone directories, to 24 point, 
used in large-print texts.

“This is 6-point type.”

“This is 13-point type.”

“This is 18-point type.”
“This is 24-point type.”

Braille is usually the reading medium of choice for pupils who are totally blind.
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literacy medium: The student’s 
preferred method of reading and 
writing.

learning media: The materials and 
methods a student uses in conjunction 
with the sensory channels in the 
process of learning.




